[The efficacy of dimethyl sulfoxide in secondary amyloidosis in patients with rheumatic diseases].
The author studied the efficacy of dimethylsulfoxide (DMSO) in 26 patients (22 patients with rheumatoid arthritis, 3--with Bechterew's disease, I--with psoriatic arthropathy) with recurrent amyloidosis with predominant affection of the kidneys. The control group was given colchicine (15 patients with rheumatoid arthritis, one patient with Bechterew's disease and one with psoriatic arthropathy). It has been shown that DMSO given in a daily dose much smaller than usually recommended provides a therapeutic effect (improves the function of the kidneys) already in 1-1.5 months of peroral administration irrespective of the presence of the signs of renal insufficiency; it exceeds the effect of colchicine. DMSO is well tolerated.